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forward under a severe fire of grape-shot and small arms.
Arnold, still on horseback, led the van boldly, forcing his
way into the works ; but was shot through the leg, and
disabled for many months to come. Another American
officer, General Lincoln, was almost equally conspicuous
for bravery. At last, however, the assailants in this
quarter, held as it was by the native British, were re-
pulsed. But they proved more successful on another
point, namely, the entrenchment of the German reserve
commanded by Colonel Breyman; here the commander
was killed, and the. entrenchment carried ; and thus at
the close of the day the Americans had not only won the
victory, but gained an opening on the British right and
rear.

Under these disadvantages, the British during the
night quitted their encampment, and took post on some
neighbouring heights. There they continued the whole
day of the 8th, offering battle to the enemy. But the
enemy were intent upon a wiser scheme; they were al-
ready marching to turn the British right. When apprised
of this design, in the afternoon, Burgoyne saw no remedy
besides a retreat to Saratoga. His troops began to move
that very night at nine o'clock. They were compelled to
leave behind their hospital with their sick and wounded,
whom Burgoyne could only commend, by letter, to the
humanity of Gates. On the other hand, with the view to
another action in the plains, he was determined not to
relinquish his field artillery, but found the utmost delay in
dragging it along, having lost the greater part of hi*
draught horses, and heavy rains having now begun to
fall. There were, likewise, constant difficulties in guarding
bhe boats upon the Hudson, in which all the stores of
provision were contained. With these drawbacks, al-
though the distance was not full ten miles, the army, did
not reach Saratoga until the night of the 9th. "Such,"
says Burgoyne, "was their state of fatigue, that the men,
" for the most part, had not strength or inclination to cut
" wood and make fires, but rather sought sleep in their
" wet clothes, upon the wet ground, under the continuing
" rain."* Nor was it until after daylight of the lOtli

* Review of the Evidence, &c., p. 174.